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My thanks to Joan Keeley who wrote in with a question about sustain for inspiring this
chapter of ‘Getting Started’

GETTING STARTED Part 8 - with Glyn Madden

I’m playing a tune called ‘Java’ (the theme from
‘Vision On’) and I want to add a little bit of sustain
to the vibraphone I’m using for the melody - but
when I switch the SUSTAIN button on the notes
hang on for too long and all run into each other.
Can I change this in any way to give me the right
amount of sustain for the song I’m playing? 

For the best, and most versatile way of controlling the
sustain I’d have to advise you to invest in a foot switch
for your keyboard.  This isn’t just advice for Genos
owners - it’s the second most important thing you
should have, regardless of which keyboard you buy
(the first being a good solid stand that doesn’t rock!).

Yamaha’s own brand foot switch is the FC5 and I
guess I’d always recommend this because it’s the most
durable I’ve come across so far.  Other makes are
available of course so you shouldn’t have any trouble
finding one to meet your budget (although having laid
out enough to buy a Genos I don’t think I’d be inclined
to skimp on either the stand or the pedal). 

With a foot switch in place you’ll be able to use it to
control a multitude of effects... 

All in all there are sixty-three functions listed - spread
over nine pages.  Page 1 is shown (with the sustain
function selected) in the illustration above. The remaining
eight pages show the others...  and each function can
be assigned to a foot switch as, an when, required.    
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There’s more to this though because up to three foot
switches can be connected to the Genos keyboard
(although the third input is usually reserved for a
specifically designed volume, or expression, pedal
such as Yamaha’s FC7). 

If we look again at the first illustration - this time
removing the list that was obstructing our view of the
full screen - you can see that, when sustain is selected,
four boxes are provided at the bottom of the screen so
that you can assign the feature to work on each of the
voice parts - Left / Right1 / Right2 / Right3 - or on as
many as you need in order to achieve the result you
want. 

A way that requires no pedals

There’s another way to control the amount of sustain
when you’re playing Genos.  It doesn’t require a pedal
and it’s very simple to do, thanks to the Live Control
knobs housed on the keyboard’s panel.  

After selecting screen 1 using the KNOB ASSIGN
button, you’ll see that knob 4 is assigned to ‘Release’.
(Release = how long it takes the sound to die away
once your fingers have left the keys.)  Is there any
difference between ‘Sustain’ and ‘Release’?  Well there
is - but for the most part it’s a bit academic.  Sustain
always starts from the point of no sustain and adds an
increasingly lingering effect from there on.  Release can
have a negative effect on the note.  Your Vibraphone
sound without any extra sustain, for example, has a
natural ring which may not qualify as sustain but nor
could it be described as ‘anti-sustain’.  If you turn the
Release knob anti-clockwise as far as it will go (do not
switch on the Sustain button or this won’t work) and
play short notes on the keyboard, you’ll hear the note
kind of suck back on itself.  It’s an interesting effect
(negative sustain maybe?) and it will produce different
results depending on the voices you choose.

To add the maximum amount of sustain, turn the knob
in the clockwise direction as far as it will go.  I timed
the sustain at about 9 seconds before I could no longer
hear the sound.  Reduce the level again to get just the
amount of sustain you want for your chosen song.  I
ended up at 35 for Java.  This allowed the vibraphone
to ring on after the note was released but not so much
as the notes ran into each other overmuch at the speed
I play the piece.  

(Incidentally, I usually play ‘Java’ as it was performed
by Bert Kaempfert on the ‘Vision On’ programme -
using trumpets and trombones.  This made a very nice
change.  Thanks to Joan Keeley who wrote in with the
question.)

In just the same way as the foot switch controls the
Live Control knobs and sliders can be assigned to
many varied functions.  The setting I’ve used - with
knob 4 being assigned to Release - is how the
instrument is set when it arrives new.  You can change
the job of each slider or knob by pressing DIRECT
ACCESS on the panel followed by either the KNOB
ASSIGN or SLIDER ASSIGN button.      

When you do this you’ll be transported to the appropriate
page to make any changes you may require. 



If I select ‘Knob 4 - Release’ the box is highlighted and,
if I touch the same area again I am shown the first of
five pages from which I can choose the function I want
to assign to knob 4...

As with the foot switch control you have the option to
assign the control knob to any of the voice parts - Left /
Right1 / Right 2 / Right3.  By selecting only Right1
none of the other voice parts will be affected. 

The level of Release you choose using the Live Control
knob can be stored in the Registration Memory as part
of any setting.  

You need to
remember, however, to
mark the appropriate
box with a tick as you
save the setting to a
registration button.
Your opportunity
comes as you press
the MEMORY button.

The page above is shown every time the MEMORY
button is pressed - and it allows you to choose the
parts of the instrument whose settings you want to be
stored as part of the Registration.  So, if you want your
Live Control knob setting to be stored, make sure the
appropriate box is ticked here.

I like to use the Live Control knobs because they are
right in front of you and they provide an instant solution
to achieving the sound you want.  It also frees up the
foot switch by shifting the sustain control elsewhere
which can be very useful at times.  

Another way - that creates a new Vibraphone
voice with inbuilt sustain...

Oh Joan, when you asked your question I bet you
thought you’d get a quick one line answer.  I’m afraid
that Genos is nothing if not versatile!  Here’s another
way that leaves you with a new voice specifically
designed with a short sustain built in.

Let’s all get to the same place by pressing the HOME
button on the panel.  You’ll see from my Home screen
that I’ve selected the Orchestral Swing 1 style (often
used for Bert Kaempfert’s composition ‘A Swinging
Safari’).  I’ve turned up the pace considerably for ‘Java’
- from the default tempo of 126bpm to a racing 190
beats per minute.  Happily the style can stand this
increase quite comfortably, which can’t be said for all
styles when they are speeded up by such a big margin.
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‘Release’ is currently assigned to
knob 4 and this function is
highlighted in page 2 of the list.
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On my screen the Vibraphone is already selected for
the Right1 voice part.  Yours will probably show the
same but, whether it does or not, touch the screen
somewhere in the area I’ve circled.  This will take you to
the Right1 Voice selection page (where you’ll be able to
find the Vibraphone in the Percussion category).   

Next, touch the Menu icon at the top of the screen to
open a drop down menu.

The first item on this list is Voice Edit.  Again this ‘easy
editor’ is included as a standard part of the Genos
keyboard’s vast tool kit for customising the sound to
just the way you want it.

Touch the screen in the area I’ve circled to open the
Voice Edit pages...

On the left of the screen are five editing categories -
and the one we’re looking for is ‘Sound’.

When this is chosen you’ll find a page that displays
many of the features you saw above the Live Play
control knobs earlier - including ‘Cutoff’, ‘Resonance’,
Attack and... ‘Release’.  Touch the word Release to
select this controller.   

Now you can either... slide your finger along the on-
screen slider, or... turn the Data Dial on the panel, or...
use the +/- keys under the Data Dial, or... even use the
Release Live Control knob.  

Whichever method suits you best you’ll be able to
increase or decrease the level of the Release on the
Vibraphone.

When it sounds the way you think it should... touch the
Save icon circled at the top of the page. 
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You’ll be transported to the Right1 Voice User page
which is where your newly edited vibraphone will be
stored.

Touch ‘Save here’ on the screen...

This calls up the familiar qwerty keyboard.  The name
Vibraphone is already entered in the text box - but you
can change it if you wish.  I called mine simply
Vibraphone 2.  then I touched OK to save the new
voice to the User page.

Whenever you want to use Vibraphone 2 you will find it
by pressing the HOME button on the panel...

Ensure ‘User’ is highlighted at the top of the screen,
then select Vibraphone 2 and it will take the place of
whichever voice is currently assigned to the Right1
voice part.

* Note: When you’ve first saved Vibraphone 2 you will
probably find that it is already in place when you return
to the Home screen.

In conclusion

Who would have thought that the answer to such a
simple question could take us on a journey that visited
so many different parts of the Genos keyboard.  We’ve
looked at foot switch functions and learned a bit more
about the wonderful Live Controls.  These very touchy-
feely controls were the first thing that shouted “this
one’s a good’un” when Genos was introduced.  I love
to be able to mould the sounds as I play and Genos
has all the tools to allow me to do that.  Excellent!

We’ve also touched on a bit of basic editing and if this
is your first experience in this area I hope you’ve found
something useful and will return to it again. 

Thanks again to Linda for the question and, in doing
so, for opening the lid on such a wide ranging topic.

If you play the tune Java and would like a copy of the
registration I’ve made during this workshop (and maybe
a short mp3 demonstration) please email me at
glyn@yamaha-club.co.uk with ‘Java’ in the subject line of
your message and I’ll be happy to email it back to you.  

Check that Right1 is the only
voice part that is switched on
(if you want to hear the
Vibraphone voice on its own.) 

Then touch the
screen in this area to
be taken to the Right1
User page again. 


